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“HOUSING STRATEGY WA DISCUSSION DRAFT” 
Statement by Minister for Housing and Works 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Housing and Works) [12.13 pm]:  This morning I had the 
pleasure of launching the draft Western Australian housing strategy, a document which was endorsed for release 
by cabinet on 12 September 2005.  The “Housing Strategy WA Discussion Draft” is the state’s primary policy 
response to emerging issues in Western Australia’s housing sector, and provides a blueprint for a new style of 
housing system that provides housing diversity in response to demographic and market pressures.  Affordable 
housing provision remains a key plank of the strategy, but the strategy also focuses on the principles of 
sustainability and equity.  These themes recognise that guidance is needed to ensure that housing is built, 
maintained and run in a socially, economically and ecologically sustainable manner, and that all Western 
Australian households have access to housing that meets their reasonable needs and is within their means to pay. 
The discussion draft outlines a series of strategies for government to ensure that the state’s future housing is 
affordable, sustainable, diverse and accessible to all people.  It ultimately aims to deliver a housing system that 
responds to the changing needs and aspirations of the community in a sustainable way.  Although the strategy 
has taken some time to prepare, that time has been invested in extensive background research and consultation 
with government and the WA building industry and social sector, and more recently ensuring that the strategy 
becomes a relevant part of the work being undertaken on affordability and other initiatives across Australia by all 
levels of government. 
The public consultation period will run from today until 28 February 2006, allowing time for the community to 
consider the document and respond.  If it becomes clear that the public needs more time, the consultation period 
may be extended to ensure all possible comments are received.  An advertising campaign, mainly through 
community and regional newspapers, will inform the public about the consultation period, where to see the 
document and how to comment.  Briefings to local government and other agencies and peak bodies will run 
through October and November.  A program of public workshops is expected to be run in selected metropolitan 
and regional centres in January 2006.  Copies of the strategy will be widely distributed to stakeholders and will 
be available through department offices and online at www.dhw.wa.gov.au/housingstrategywa.  I commend the 
strategy document to members and urge all members to take an active interest in this issue that affects the day-
to-day lives of all Western Australians; and to have a look at my beautiful picture in “InsideCover”! 
 


